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Abstract
Mikhail Bakhtin is one of the most influential literary critics of 20*
century. He was the Russian Formalist. Bakhtin's idea of dialogue an
authority is rooted in the Medieval. Carnivals were unusual events
which were completely against the daﬂy life. In these events, there
was a confusion of status. The power classes of the society were
ignored in these carnivals. Bakhtin lists the stylistic features into
which the “unity” of the novel is usually divided, direct authorial
natrration, stylization of everyday speech, stylization of semi—literary
discourse such as letters and diaries, various types of speech such as
moral philosophical scientific statements and the individualized

speech of characters.
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Raman Selden
Peter Widdowson -Contemporary
"Their approach despite the emphasis on close reading of texts,

remained fundamentally humanistic’

Russian Formalism Victor Erlich
"Russian Formalism appears as one of the most vigorous
manifestations of the recent trend toward close analysis of

literature and art.”
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language
Contenopary literary theory
"As voloshinov put it, consciousness itself can arise and become
a viable fact only in the material embodiment of signs, language

a sociaHy constructed sign-system, 1s itself a material reality."<3>

Individualistic Abstract objectism
Subjectivism

A readers Guide to ContemporBgman selden

“The Bakhtin School was not interested in abstract linguistics
of the kind which later formed the basis of structuralism. They
were concerned with language as a social phenomenon.
Voloshinovs central insight was that words (the Russian slove
understood as discourse or litterance) are active dynamic social
sign capable of taking a different meanings and connotations
for different social classes in different social and historical
situations.”™®
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The Dialogic Imagination
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Bakhtin based his argument on an unusual source: the quality
of humor in the writings of the early French renaissance writer,
Francois Rabelats, “The novels of Rabelats are infamous for
their scatological staire of French politics of the sixteenth

century."@
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