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Abstract
It is an undeniable truth that the channel through which revelation
became known to humankind is prophethood. Both revelation and
prophethood are thus intertwined; the explanation of one will remain
wanting without reference to the other. But majority of the
Orientalists have tried their best to criticize and accuse Qur’anic
revelation with a lot of misconceptions and allegations concerning
wahy since dawn. So, this paper tries to find out the Orientalists view
and concept on Wahy based on the WI1tings of western scholars. This
paper gives high focus on analyzing their concepts and views related
the issue and to answer and rectify the misconceptions describing the
real facts and teaching of Islam in the issue related to wahy. So, this
paper will be helpful to establish fact on Qur’anic revelation to the

Prophet. Like other Orientalists, William Montgomery watt and
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Robert Spencer have actually denied Islamic scholars views about
revelation and Prophet hood in their Qur'an commentaries. In this
paper, an effort has been made to examine the arguments of both
western scholars and to deduce the actual position about this topic.
In this research written with a descriptive, comparative and analytical
approach, it is proved that according to Quran, sciences of Tafsir
and Hadith literature, history and logic, the explicit concepts of both
scholars about revelation of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) are
baseless and have been rejected with the arguments given by the
majority of the Muslim scholars and thinkers.
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“About the year AD 610 a merchant in a moderate way at

Mecca, called Muhammad, began to have religious experiences.
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More particularly there were times when he found in his heart
certain words, constituting shorter or longer passages of
rthythmic prose with rhyme or assonance; and from various
circumstances he became convinced that these passages were
messages or revelations from God which he had to
communicate to the people of Mecca. The revelations
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continued until Muhammad’s death in 632.

) ( 610

! 632

“I maintain that the only reasonable explanation of this fact is
that Muhammad was as truly inspired by God as were the Old
Testament prophets Moreover, while the latter were for the
most port critics of an existing religion as it was being
practiced, Muhammad had the mission of bringing belief in

God to people with virtually no religion.”*
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“These and other passages suggest that some people around
Muhammad mocked his prophetic pretensions by representing

their own writings, or folkloric or apocryphal material, as

divine revelation, and selling them to him.””
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I Dr. William Montgomery Watt is a famous Scottish Orientalist and Islamic Scholar. He
was born in 1909. He got his higher education from Edinburgh and Oxford Universities.
The last Orientalist died in 2006. He wrote many books and articles on Islam, Quran and
life of the Prophet Muhammad. He also wrote a commentary of the Quran “Companion
to the Quran” along with his other books on the Quran.

2 Robert Spencer is an American anti-Islamic writer. He was born in 1962 and has a
background in Catholic Christianity. He got his Master Degree from University of Chapal
Hill. He is a director of the website Jihad Watch. He has published more than twenty
books on Islam, Quran and other themes. His two books have been the New York Times
best seller books. He also wrote a Quran commentary, “Blogging the Quran”. His has
planned to publish his new Quran commentary, “The Critical Quran: The key Islamic
commentary and Contemporary Historical Research” in November 2021
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