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Abstract
This research paper explores the profound sociological and ethical
implications of the Qur'anic word "Wa-/-Yatalattaf’ (Surah Al-Kahf:
19), examining how this divine principle can reform modern social
interactions. Located at the exact textual center of the Holy Qur'an,
this term translates to acting with utmost gentleness, subtle caution,
and strategic wisdom. The study begins with an in—depth linguistic

and contextual analysis of the word, tracing its historical background

to the story of the Companions of the Cave (Ashab al-Kahf). When
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they awoke after three centuries, they used this term to instruct their
companion to be extremely cautious and polite while fetching food,
ensuring their survival and protecting their faith from a tyrannical
regime.Moving beyond the historical narrative, this paper examines
the practical application of 'Wa-/-Yatalattat’ in addressing
contemporary societal challenges. Through a sociological lens, the
study analyzes four core dimensions of this concept: gentleness in
speech, the preservation of privacy and confidentiality, fairness and
leniency in business and daily dealings, and the strategic protection
of religious identity - In an era marked by social polarization,
corporate greed, office politics, and weakening family bonds, this
study argues that the spirit of 'Wa-I-Yaralartaf’ serves as a vital
defensive shield and a constructive tool. It offers a balanced approach
between soft interpersonal skills and sharp situational awareness.
Ultimately, the paper concludes that adopting this Quranic
framework can bridge class divides, restore mutual trust, reduce
psychological anxiety, and foster a peaceful, resilient, and moraﬂy
stable society.

Keywords: Wa-I-Yatalattat; Qur'an, Social Behaviors, Community
Building, Ashab al-Kahf, Social Ethics, Privacy
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