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Abstract
Risalah Qushairiah, authored by the legend Sufi Scholar Imam
Qushairi is considered as an Encyclopaedia of Sufism, in academic
circles. Due to the reason that it reflects almost all traits and
foundations of 7Zasawwuf Imam Qushairi claims that the classic
Sufism has been derived from Kitab o Sunnah, the fundamental
sources of Islam. However, all great Sufi scholars, developed a
distinct emphasis on spiritual states (Ahwal) and permissible
renunciations ( 7ark-e-Ghair and Rukhsar). Qushairi has opted for
his own style of writing and interpreting Sufi doctrines, remaining
committed to the principles of all schools. In the preamble of his
book, Imam Qushairi elucidates that he presents Sufism in its
original form that became according to him, polluted with some

artificialities of his time. This article explores the method of deriving
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knowledge from the Qur’an and Sunnah for Sufi worldview and life-
style, with reference to A/-Risalah al-Qushayriyya,
Key—words: Sufi Doctrines, Derivation from Kitab and Sunnah,

Qushairi’s style and methodology
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Zirikli, Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmud. Al-A'lam. Beirut: Dar al-Ilm lil- Malaym, ZOOZ Vol. 4,
p. 57.
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M Alvi, Shoaib Ali, “An Appraisal of Early Tasawwuf Literature” Peshawar Islamicus
July-Dec 22, V:13, No:2, p: 97
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Sheikh-ul-Islam of Baghdad. He is the author of the famous and well-known book of
Sufism, "Al-Lama"'. This book is called the encydopedia of Sufism, which introduced the
Sufi path as a religious discipline. In Sufism, he is called Taous al-Fagra. The two most
famous figures who wrote on Sufism, namely Abdul Rahman al-Salami, whose work is
"Tabagqat al-Sufiya" and Qushairi, whose work is "Risalah al-Qushairiyya", are among his
students. Similarly, Hazrat Ali bin Uthman al-Hajwiri (1009-1072 AD) quoted from him
in "Kashf al-Mahjoob". It should be remembered that Abu Nasr al-Sarraj also holds the
status of a sheikh in jurisprudence, from whom the great jurist of Khorasan, Shams al-
Ama, Imam al-Sarkhasi, acquired it. (Abu Nasr al-Sarraj, Kitab al-Lama', Dar al-Kutb al-
Hadithah, Egypt, pp. 6-13)

(
2071

Full name Abdullah Yusuf and title Imam al-Haramain. He is the most important jurist of
the Shati'i school, and the teacher of Imam al-Ghazali. In theology, he was a student of
Abu al-Qasim al-Asfaraini al-Ash'ari and in hadith, he gained favor from Imam al-Bayhagi.
In the principles of jurisprudence, he has the status of a mujtahid. (Ibn Khallikan, Wafiyat
al-A'yan, vol. 2, p. 170)
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M Alvi, Shoaib Ali, “An Appraisal of Early Tasawwuf Literature” Peshawar Islamicus
July-Dec 22, V:13, No:2, p: 97
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15 ; 6
Imam Qushairi, Al-Risala, Muqaddam al-Kitab, Cairo: Darulz I\/Iga’arif, p. IS ,
Imam Qushairi, Al-Risala, Introduction to the Book, p. 16 o
Reference Prefix
17: °
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 20
149:2 10
The Quran, Al-Dhariyat 51:56
443 -) ( 1
Al-FAI zabadATanwh al- M1qbas min TafsA Ibn ‘Abbas (Dar Al-Kotob Al-Ilmiyah —
Lebanon) 1,/443.
123n - ( 12
Al- ;\Ium, Shihab al-Din Mahmud,Ruh al-Ma‘ani (Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah — Beirut)
14/21
13

(
242 :
Junaid bin Muhammad al-Baghdadi al-Khazzar is regarded as a leading authority in the
school of Sufism. He was a renowned litterateur, poet, eloquent orator, and theologian of
his time. He was the first in Baghdad to discourse on the doctrine of Divine Oneness
(Tawhid). Rejecting reprehensible beliefs, he established the foundations of Sufism upon

the Quran and the Sunnah; furthermore, in his view, anyone who has not mastered the
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Quran and its sciences, or lacks proficiency in Hadith and its related disciplines, is not
worthy of being followed as a spiritual guide. (Zirikli, Khair al-Din bin Mahmud, Al-
A'lam, Vol. 2, p. 141)

12: 14

Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 21
12: 15

Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 21
16

UB R HIORT VENIRS Ol i«
§ : 39:2 :

In the famous narration of Abdullah ibn Umar, when Gabriel asked the Prophet (peace be
upon him) about kindness, he replied: “Worship Allah as if you see Him, but if you do
not see Him, then He sees you.” (Al-Qushayri, Muslim ibn Hajjaj. Al-Jami’ al-Sahih.
Chapter on Understanding Faith, Islam, and Destiny, Beirut: Dara Thya’ al-Turahat al-
Arabi, Vol. 1, p. 36, Hadith No. 8)

10: 17
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 27
2241 8
Al-Shura 42:11
11: 19
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 22 20
Reference Prefix
14 22
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 24
11:7%
Surah Taha 20:5
47:280 24

Al-Ash'ari, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ismail, Al-Abaanat an—Usool.aI—Diyanat, Cairo: Dar al-
Ansar, 1397 AH, p. 40.

18: :
Al-Taftazani, Sa'd al-Din,Sharh al-Aqa'id. Lahore: Maktaba Rahmaniyya, p. 58. -
16
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 29 -
1019 2681
I : n (l
2)19

His full name is Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Ali Husayn bin Ali bin Abi Talib. His mother
is Umm Farwah, whose mother is Asma bint Abd al-Rahman bin Abi Bakr. (Dhahab;,
Muhammad bin Ahmad. Siir 'A'lam al-Nublaa. Beirut: Mas'at al-Risala 1985, vol. 6, p.
255). He is the sixth Imam according to the Shia Imamiyyah, is considered one of the
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great elders of the Tabi'in and held a very high position in knowledge. Many scholars
benefited from him, including Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Malik. Al-Sadiq was bold and
truthful in speaking the truth in front of the Abbasid caliphs. His "Risaal" are collected in
the form of a book, which is mentioned in "Kashf al-Dhanun", and it is said that they
were compiled by Jabir bin Hayyan. (Zarkali, Khair al-Din bin Mahmud, Al-A'lam, vol. 2:
126)

16: 21
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 29
8132
Al-Najm 53:8
: 29
1721777
4 4012 6 6 6

It should be noted that, according to the majority of commentators, the meaning of the
above verses is the proximity of Gabriel, not of Allah Almighty. For details on this matter,
see:

Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Jami’ al-Bayan fi Ta’wilaan al-Qur’an, Mas’at al-Risalah
2000, 22/5010

33: 30
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 33
34 31
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 34
37: %
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 30
33: 3
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 33 o
(
271

His full name was Thawban bin Ibrahim al-Misri, nicknamed Abu al-Fayyadh. He was
one of the famous ascetics and worshippers of Egypt. He also had a distinguished position
in eloquence, wisdom and poetry. In Egypt, he was the first to discuss the status of the
saints of God and the order of their positions, to which Abdullah bin Abdul Hakam
objected to him. Later, the Abbasid Caliph Mutawakkil accused him of heresy and
summoned him to the court and listened to his words. Then he was released, after which
he returned to Egypt, and finally he died in Giza (Egypt). (Zarkali, Khair al-Din bin
Mahmoud, Al-Ilam, vol. 2: 102)

38: %
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 38

38: 36
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 38
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)8 13 :
His full name is Sari bin Mughalis Saqti, nickname Abu al-Hasan, he is considered one of
the Sufi elders of Baghdad. In his time, he was considered the Imam and Sheikh of the
people of Baghdad. He was the maternal uncle and teacher of Hazrat Junaid Baghdadi
(RA). Junaid (RA) says that I have not seen anyone more devoted to worship than Sari.
Ninety-eight years have passed since his death, but he has never been seen lying down
except during a fatal illness. Among his sayings is that a person who is incapable of

training himself is incapable of training others to the first degree. (Zarkali, Khairuddin bin
Mahmud, Al-Ilam, Vol. 3: 82)

41: %
Al-QushayriAl-Risala, p. 45
18: 39
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 58
06: 40
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 79
2 7207 3 4
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 103, 107
241 42
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 145
48 : 43

Al- Qusha;yn, Al-Rjsala, p. 4
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Tirmidhi, Abu Isa Muhammad ibn Isa. Sunan Tirmidhi. Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami
1998, Chapters of Faith, Chapter: What came when I was commanded to fight the people
until they say, "There is no god but Allah," Vol. S, p. 717, Hadith number: 2600.

47:1771 :
Al-Qashiri, Nahwul-Qulub, Beirut: Darul Kitab Al-Ilmiyah, 2008, p. 40 o "
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Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 419
411 47
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 422
212 48
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. IS1
212 %
Reference Prefix,p.151
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Reference Prefix,p.151
212 *
Reference Prefix,p.151
211 2
Reference Prefix,p.152
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Reference Prefix,p.152
211 >4
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 155
211 :%
Reference Prefix,p.155
20848 36216:1772 %6
Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Beirut: Mastaf al-Risalah 2001,
Vol. 29, p. 391, Hadith No. 17843.

32A:4 %
Al-Nur 24:31
170 58
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 207
2 1202 82 : 59

Abu Ya'la, Muhammad bin Husayn, Al-'Iddah in the Principles of Jurisprudence, Vol. I,
p. 118, 127
97 13 : 60
Al-Shatibi, Ibrahim bin Musa, Al-Muwaqafat fi Usul al-Shariah, Vol. 3, p. 605
97 13 :
2 7117 2 :
Al-Shatibi, Ibrahim bin Musa, Al-Muwaqafat fi Usul al-Shari'ah, vol. 3, p. 605, Al-
Bazdwi, Ala al-Din, Abdul Aziz bin Ahmad. Kashf al-Asrar, Sharh al-Usul. Beirut: Dar al-
Kitab al-Islami, vol. I, p. 50, 105
178 62
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 208 .
2668 @J\JJJ\m@meMY‘JJJ\Mc«Buub &3
8 8 6 1161
Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Tsa.Al-Sunan. Chapter: What Has Been Reported
Regarding Whoever Catches the Imam at Jam* Has Attained the Hajj. Beirut: Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, 1998. Vol. 2, p. 229, Hadith No. 889
1786 64
Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 209 . )

17: 17:2 281 il 1550 (e Jlalt 0 65
Al-Bukhari, Muhammad Ismail. Al-Jami' Al-Sahih. Chapter on the virtue of one who
renounces his religion. Beirut: Dar Touk Al-Najat 1422 AH, Vol. I, p. 20, Hadith No.
50.

1786 66

Al- Qushayn, Al-Risala, p- 209
1 "MY\M\&UAF&J‘ML;‘_A@&cu\.aﬁ‘_f\...aﬂelm\\d\u\ 67
2318 64

Al-Bukhari,Al-Jami* al-Sahih, Chapter: "If a young boy embraces Islam and then dies,
should the funeral prayer be performed for him? And should Islam be presented to a
young boy?" Vol. 2, p. 94, Hadith No. 1358.
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Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 212
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Al-Qushayri, Al-Risala, p. 213
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