Al-Qamar
ISSN (Online): 2664-4398 Al-Qamar, Volume 4, Issue 4 (October-December 2021)
ISSN (Print): 2664-438X

www.al journal.com

ASLaL gy A gall] alosmtld Acklons Laalys s M1 s pall (rg Aaan U1

p2ed| Slemd! Awly
Arabic—Urdu Translation: An Analytical Study of
Linguistic and Cultural Challenges and Translator
Strategies

Usman Ayub
Faculty of Usuluddin, International Islamic University, Islamabad,
Pakistan
Email: usmanayub93(@gmail.com

Abstract
This study examines Arabic-Urdu translation as a complex linguistic
and cultural process that extends beyond the substitution of words
between two languages. Despite the deep historical, religious, and
lexical connections between Arabic and Urdu, translators encounter
significant challenges arising from differences mn syntactic structure,
semantic development, idiomatic usage, rhetorical expression, culrural
context, and specialized terminology. The study analyzes the
principal linguistic and cultural difficulties involved in translating
from Arabic mro Urdu and from Urdu into Arabic, with particular
attention to sentence structure, context-dependent meaning, idroms,
metaphor, technical terms, forms of address, and culturally
embedded expressions. It also discusses the translator’s responsibility
to mamtain fidelity to the source text while producing a clear,
accurate, and natural target text. Drawing on insights from classical
Arabic scholars and modern translation theory, the study emphasizes
meaning-oriented translation, contextual interpretation, functional

equivalence, subject-matter competence, and systematic revision as
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essential strategies. The findings demonstrate that lexical similarity
between Arabic and Urdu can faciitate translation but may also
create misleading equivalences when shared forms have developed
different meanings or usages. The study concludes that successful
Arabic-Urdu  translation  requires integrated linguistic, cultural,
contextual, and  disciplinary  competence, and  recommends
strengthening specialized translator training, terminology resources,
comparative research, and academic cooperation between Arab and
Pakistans istrtutions.
Keywords: Translation; Arabic Language; Urdu Language; Arabic-
Urdu Translation; Linguistic  Challenges; Cultural  Challenges;
Translator Competence; Translation Strategies
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