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Abstract

The article explores the socialogical and theological perspective of
Dr.Craig considine regarding prophethood of Muhammad, focusing
on Islamic concept of the seal of the prophets. Drawing from his
writings, the article highlights how he interprets Muhammad not as
the seal of the prophets to close the gate of revelation, but as a Prophet
on equal footing" with Jesus and other Prophets - This article
exammes Considine's arguments that a " Higher power" would not
cease to send guidance to a broken world, thereby rejecting the concept
of a theological seal challenging Islamic finality.

In this article, Considine’s “humanity first”approach is also analysed
arguing that Muhammad his admiration for Prophet is rooted the in
civic pluralism and universal ethics rather than a cceptance of
Muhammad as the last Prophet.

Keywords: Seal of the Prophets, Humanity, religious pluralism,

guidance, and universal ethics

v
dum.,r WA i s 1 ﬁ“&‘Jr;(WU;!LL/L(ML/w;ld{urn.ﬂfaufjlu/
Lu”ﬂ(u/(lpu’iw u/L;/ny_,/,LLML.,mU B v BE S 5T L

Py J(éur/ WY B L 1 PG XY PRy -1 L {E T4 O f’-g.tt;i@:.(t


http://www.alqamarjournal.com/
mailto:faheem.riffat786@gmail.com

oS5 it Mt PP LS

i uﬁg,é"d!@lﬁ;aLdejuﬂfggﬁcf/V&,;lbluk]cr;u@jula&f/!ic,
J,.}'n.ﬁ‘fru:alﬂﬂmujJ//i(’G/)!éﬁ‘%&ddf'l’uLd@ﬂ!&l}/;dﬁt’:l}gﬁf/&-‘a
;lﬁfgfl.afb'lL:«:j’fjL_?j:Uﬂézﬁwczuuﬂ{&(aﬁ‘clg@?’"/&’ydg‘aufjﬁrdj?f
-uj"‘L/Z_ﬂ!&df/l,gf;L}‘”.’LafJLLJ/;-UJZ.%?L/J&{MU}LQ
_,)’u@'”KJu'»

K Al IS N L e P L F IS LGS 0t L 2 e S
_‘L::.L{,*J,J“!KJLKA

=yt
e P GG A T st 21985 U £ 1 LS e S AL b 1AL LS
ufﬁgJaﬁéfL{/.JJﬂ;Jﬁég(wuizomﬁgénm@nLJ/_éZJ‘}*;
muﬁgtzb?dtfwuﬁ;gﬂ.ﬂé’njgg,dyd’mnJJ’uL&“/z'gLf/!uﬁowwfm
U elab 2015 e S AT MRS (U e g S S e S S A
AR AL LK L L et B S L e LS
Uad’lpgu’ﬁ.,?u&’l"KKUU.://B&A:GZM‘aJJibél/“,}:Lf'{c;d//G'

SAEP N JENA P R IRE R T SN N B gy IOy Nl
Ao & Sugar e A LGS A AP 2ol b S af
e bTUE L e des
;;/”;:/;‘Lt‘/ﬁoﬂgd“uulumKcag‘}éd}(/u(gf);/»gf?(o gqud"}b{l%
/6”L&ffgaf/-aaaé)/.[d}/ﬂ(}?/)’%Cﬁﬂqb"(j)bfU:OL/’/E}/&[:J;/)’;«SUB!
_‘Q&Q{;lﬁ{/gycl)}?ﬂLUP/JU{;‘TKI%LLJW,’?:
/Jl:«iﬁ&ulluﬁd/;!/,dk,:dg‘atz)f/ﬁ/.fﬁfﬂ%!ﬂ!uf:}:'.,ﬁi]g‘jlﬂ:ﬁf/iﬁ
_LLL:CG)KU/}’/UPV
P EER PSS LS

W9t/uﬁugrg/,tu}€ﬁgjvpﬂéﬁJ ”/rf:":’“b'ﬁJJW

“I also consider Muhammad be a Prophet - The term is certainly

open for interpretation and thus has varied meanings. I define a
prophet who inspires human beings to strive closer to God as
being person. A Prophet is a human being who has an
extraordinary insight and intution into the mysteries of our
existence, as well as the purpose of life itself.’
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A Prophet is a messenger of God that brings human beings to a
higher state of being. A Prophet is someone who workson earth
to foster peace and justice to communities that need both. A
prophet is a person who is sensitive to the well being of other
people regardless of their cultural,ethnic, religious or racial
identities. A prophet also cares about humanty more than tribe
or creed.
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Muhammad did not condemn Christians to the eternal hellfire
nor did the Prophet think that Christians are inferior people who
have no chance of making it to heaven. Far from these claims,
Muhammad's admiration for Christians and the Christian faith
is clear in his interactions with the Christians of Najran.?
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Additionally Muhammad's positive views on Jews and Judaism
is evident in the Constitution of Madina, and his admirable
positions on racial equality are evident in his relationship with
Bilal as well as his Farewell sermon. *
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The Prophet considered Christians to be more likely like family
members and allies rather than adversaries and enemies.”
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"My choice of Mahammad to lead the list of the the world's
most influential persons may surprise some readers and may be
questioned by others but he was the only man in history who
was supremely successful on both the religious and secular level.®
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There is Muhammad the Prophet. There is Muhammad the
General, Muhammad the warrior; Muhammad the businessman;
Muhammad the preacher; Muhammad the Philosopher;
Muhammad the statesman; Muhammad the orator Muhammad
the reformer, Muhammad the refuge of orphans. Meshammad
the protector of slaves; Muhammad the emancipator of women,
Muhammad the Judge; Muhammad the lawgiver; Muhammad
the saint and in all these magnificent roles, in all departments of
human activities he is like a hero.’
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In the original book, On Heroes, Hero, worship The Heroic in
History these descriptions are found in lecture II: The Hero as
prophet. In standard 1841 British Edition the relevant section
begins on Pg67
-‘Q/L?:,J_/@/wif{ugwwao;ug‘awguﬁgwlu’fugwLJ/U/KL/LEM
"Tolerant, kind, cheerful and praiseworthy and perhaps he
would joke and tease his companions. He was just, truthful,
smart was mous and pure, magnanimous and minded" present 7
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"It is impossible for anyone who studies the personality of the
great Prophet of the Arabs, and come to know how this prophet
used to live and how he taught, but to feel respect towards his
honorable prophet, one of the great messengers whom Allah
sent.
The life and Teachings of Muhammad: —(§U12 L2t S U Buseier 7620
two lectures
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“Neverthless my recognition of Muhammad as a Prophet does
not mean that I consider him to be the final prophet prophets "
or" seal of the prophets as many muslims world wide tend to
believe - This classification in my opinions is too restrictive I
believe that God will continue to send prophets to earth so long
as human beings are living on the planet. |
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! Considine Craig, The humanity of Muhammad,p 134, Blue Dome Press,New Jersey,
USA.

? Considine Craig, The humanity of Muhammad, p 129.

* Considine Craig, The humanity of Muhammad,p 129.

* Considine Craig, The humanity of Muhammad,p 129.

* Originally published in 1978, Michael Hart's book The 100 "does not rank the greatest
people, but the most influential, the people who swayed the destinies of millions of human
beings, determined the rise and fall of civilizations, changed the course of history."

¢ * K.S. Ramakrishna Rao offered this quote in a pamphlet titled Mohammad: The
Prophet of Islam (Issue 86, Edition 2). The pamphlet was published by World Assembly
of Muslim Youth.

7 In the original book; on heroes, hero, worship and the heroic in History, these
descriptions are found in lecture Il: The Hero as Prophet. In standard 1841 British
Edition the relevant section begins on Pg 67.
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