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Abstract
An orientalist is a non-Muslim who is an expert in oriental studies.
Orientalism is the study of Eastern values, Culture, Art, and the
Religion of Islam by a non-Muslim of the West. Most orientalists
criticized Islam. Karen Armstrong is also an orientalist but author
tried to show the real image of Islam in the west. Her book
“Muhammad: A Prophet of our Time” is an analytical study of the
biography of Holy Prophet SAW. She made five chapters named: I.
Mecca, 2. Jahilliyah, 3. Hijrah, 4. Jihad, and S. Salam. She tried to
make a positive analysis but sometimes she misunderstood some
situations. She also advised other orientalists to be moderate. In the
last, she explained some Islamic terminologies and also add images of
the cities discussed in the book. So, I analyzed her book and also
tried to explain her misunderstandings.
Keywords: Karen Armstrog, book Muhammad, Prophet, Challenges,
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“If we are to avoid catastrophe, the Muslim and Western worlds must learn

not merelyto Tolerate but to appreciate one another.””
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“The life of the Prophet Muhammad (c. 570-632 CE) was as crucial to the
unfolding Islamic ideal as it is today.”
Llicub@f‘fuﬁ4f‘;§.ﬂJ%/‘.!,v/?-‘aa//“f(f632l:‘570)al5u;lJj!%u(éj:‘?g’zja/”’
e ib L et UGl & P 510470 3 SE RS
"ala'%nrlhwuﬁ(tﬁ/zw;,fxdrz‘smf.:%y(/sKJ:U"/L;LU}':% "y 2L
J-’“md;wn,ug;w@rrawJf”ﬂ(umjﬁunyﬁuu;d/é?bg"@zf%fuwa//,/’uﬁ
.wU;fj/b-ujf,//@Lﬁ{;aél‘sé’/_/}@fab’jfgtkﬂzx“yé/é’”/,uwﬁu’!-énf/&)!
Wete FLS bl udt APAF I LS eupezn® £ 23 L
7_d2éﬂ‘jﬁ04lp@r‘~&Wﬁ)}/d?ﬂ!@ﬂ:dﬂ)di%!’
“We know practically nothing about Muhammad’s early life before he

began to receive what he believed were revelations from God at the age of
forty. Inevitably, pious legends developed about Muhammad’s birth,
childhood, and youth, but these clearly have symbolic rather than Historical

value.” 8
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years after Muhammad’s death, and achieved canonical status.” "
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“Muhammad was not trying to impose religious orthodoxy— he was not

much interested in metaphysics.”**
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“Nor was God distinctively male. Each recitation began with the invocation:
“In the name of Allah, the Compassionate (a/-Rahman) and the Merciful (a/-
Rahim).” Allah was a masculine noun, but the divine names al-Rahman
and al-Rahim are not only grammatically feminine but related etymologically
to the word for womb. A partially personified female figure was
central to nearly all the early revelations. We find veiled allusions to a
woman conceiving a child or giving birth; the image of a woman who has
lost her only child, and the poignant evocation of a baby girl, murdered by

her disappointed parents.”*
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“. Muhammad had been longing for peace with the Quraysh; he knew how
devoted they were to the goddesses and may have thought that if he could
find a way of incorporating the gharaniq into his religion, they might look
more kindly on his message. When he recited the rogue verses, it was his own

desire talking—not Allah—and the endorsement of the goddesses proved to
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be a mistake. Like any other Arab, he naturally attributed his error to a

shaytan”49
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“The Qur’an is reticent about this vision. He saw only God’s signs and
symbols—not God himself, and later mystics emphasized the paradox of this
transcendent insight, in which Muhammad both saw and did not see

the divine essence. %
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“In Jerusalem, hediscovered that all the prophets, sent by God to all peoples,

are “brothers.” Muhammad’s prophetic predecessors do not spurn him as a
pretender, but welcome him into their family. The prophets do not revile or
try to convert each other; instead they listen to each other’s insights. They

invite the new prophet to preach to them”*
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“For if one goes in search of a religion other than self- surrender (islam)
unto God, it will never be accepted from him, and in the life to come, he
shall be among the lost.This verse is often quoted to “prove” that the Qur'an
claims that Islam is the one, true faith and that only Muslims will be saved.
But “Islam” was not yet the official name for Muhammad’s religion, and
when this verse is read correctly in its pluralistic context, it clearly means the

. 1996
exact OPPOSlte.
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“He also had to secure his position in Medina. He knew that, as far as most

of the Medinese were concerned, he was still on trial. They had defied the
might of the Quraysh by taking the migrants in because they expected some
material advantage”''
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“He would trade the Meccan captives for two Muslims still living in

Mecca who wanted to make the hijrah.”'"”
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“His wife Zaynab, who was still living in Mecca, sent the ransom money to
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“Muhammad seems to have seen her with new eyes and to have fallen in
love quite suddenly when he had called at her house one afternoon to speak
to Zayd, who happened to be out. Not expecting any visitors, Zaynab had
come to the door in dishabille, more revealingly dressed than usual, and
Muhammad had averted his eyes hastily, muttering “Praise be to Allah, who
changes men’s hearts!” Shortly afterwards, Zaynab and Zayd were

divorced.”?3
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“These directives did not apply to all Muslim women, but only to

Muhammad’s wives.” >
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“Many of the pilgrims— Helpers and Emigrants alike— continued to feel
cheated and resentful. How, the Emigrants asked, were they supposed to earn
a living if they could no longer attack the Meccan caravans? Muhammad
knew that he could not allow this discontent to fester; somehow he had to
find a way of compensating them without damaging the truce, so after
Hudaybiyyah, he directed the Muslims’ attention to the north, away

from Mecca.”!?°
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