Al-Qamar
ISSN (Online): 2664-4398 Al-Qamar, Volume 6 Issue 3 (July-September 2023)
ISSN (Print): 2664-438X

www.algamarjournal.com

Qe OIS ™ o f LB A el f A
S sl
An Account of Arab Male and Female Singers from Pre-Islamic
times to the 3rd Century of Hijra: A Study of "Kitib-
A-Aghanr" and " Tawos-o-Rubab"

Dr. Zahira Nisar
Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu Encyclopedia of Islam, University

of the Punjab, Allama Igbal Campus, Lahore
Prof. Dr. Matloob Ahmad
Dean Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, The University of Farsalabad,
Farsalabad
Siddiqa Aslam Qureshi
Visiting Lecturer (1.ER), University of the Punjab, Lahore

Abstract
Author of "Kitab-Al-Aghani" (Book of Songs), Abu-Al-Faraj A/
Isfahdni was a famous Arab author and poet. He wrote other
important books also but "Kitab-A-Aghan” proved a mile stone in
his life works. It consisted upon the long tale of pre-Islamic period
till 3rd century hijra's musicians, composers, singers and poets. This
book presents the true picture of that time's Arab Society and
Culture. Prof. Noor-ul-Hassan Khans " 7@ wos-o-Rubab" is a single
example of such type of books in Urdu literature. In this book most
of the references are drawn from " Kitab-Al-Aghani ". We can find
in Urdu literature a true picture of pre-Islamic period to 3rd century
hijra's cultural and moral values through this book. This article is an
attempt to show the interaction between the books mentioned above.
Key Words: Kitab-Al-Aghdni, Ayyam-ul-Arab, Arab culture, Arab

musicians, Encyclopedia of Islam
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"It not only offers precious information on Arabic musical

traditions but also provides much invaluable literary, historical

and biographical data on pre-Islamic and classic Arabic-Islamic

civilization. The work includes data on ancient Arab tribes and

their social life, the court life of the Umayyads and various

aspects of 'Abb-asid society, including of course the milieu of

musicians and singers. Hence, in the Aghan-i 'we pass in review

the whole of Arabic civilization from pre-Islamic times down

to the end of the 3rd/9th century'"
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