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Abstract

This study investigates at how Pakistan's blasphemy laws are
enforced, with particular focus on cases heard by the “Ans-
Terrorism Court (ATC) in Lahore”. The research paper investigates
the court's rulings, trials, and higher-level implications for the legal
system. The study aims to shed light on the challenges faced in
deciding blasphemy cases in a specialized court environment by
examining seven noteworthy cases. In accordance to the ﬁndings,
modifications must be made to ensure fair trials and stop these laws
from being exploited. Strengthening legal protections, fostering court
education, and boosting understanding are some proposals for
striking a balance between ensuring foundational human rights and
safeguarding beliefs. The research study concludes by addressing the
critical requirement for a thoughtful approach to blasphemy law
execution and advocating a legal framework which upholds both
human rights and religious holiness.
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“For what has been discussed above, prosecution has failed to
prove charge against the accused Jaffar Jatoi beyond any
shadow of doubt, so he is acquitted of the charge by extending
benefit of doubt™®
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“Complete available data as well as deleted data (if any of item
one could not be extracted due to its limited support in the
available forensic tools. Twenty-five pictures and nine videos
extracted from item I may contain evidence of interest are
separated for consideration. Extracted data of Messengers
application of the item I can be seen in its software generated
report. More over three chat head named as Syeda Shumaila
Hayat, Robab Alvi and Syeda Shagufta Naqvi in Messenger
Application that may contain chat of interest can be seen in

Software generated report of itemn.”8
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“For what has been discussed above, the court is of the affirm
view that the allegation leveled against the accused remained
unproved. The most important evidence in this case was cell
phones of the PWs besides the cell phone of the accused but
the same have not been taken into possession nor could send to
the Punjab Forensic Science Agency to find out the truth of the
allegations. In the absence of such evidence, prosecution case
also remained unproved. A single circumstance is sufficient for
the finding of the acquittal but the instant case is full of
doubts. So, by extending the benefit of doubt, accused Syed
Sajjad Hussain Zaidi is acquitted of the charge. He is in

custody. He be released forthwith, if is not required in any

other case.”!°
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100. Irfan s/o Shakoor is convicted and sentenced u/s 148 PPC for two
years rigorous imprisonment. He is also convicted and sentenced u/s
302(b) PPC as Tazir for death penalty on two counts. He is also liable
to pay an amount of Rs.I-Lac as compensation u/s 544 Cr.P.C. to the
legal heirs of each deceased in default whereof he will further undergo
six-month SI. In case of non-payment of amount of compensation, it
will be recovered as arrears of land revenue.

I10I. Muhammad Riaz Kamboh s/o Muhammad Sharif is convicted and
sentenced u/s 148 PPC for two years rigorous imprisonment. He is also
convicted and sentenced u/s 302(b) PPC as Tazir for death penalty on
two counts. He is also liable to pay an amount of Rs.I-Lac as
compensation u/s 544 Cr.P.C. to the legal heirs of each deceased in

default whereof he will further undergo six-month SI. In case of non-
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payment of amount of compensation, it will be recovered as arrears of
land revenue.

102. Rana Mehdi Khan s/0 Muhammad Rafiq is convicted and sentenced
u/s 148 PPC for two years rigorous imprisonment. He is also convicted
and sentenced u/s 302(b) PPC as Tazir for death penalty on two
counts. He is also liable to pay an amount of Rs.I-Lac as compensation
u/s 544 Cr.P.C. to the legal heirs of each deceased in default whereof he
will further undergo six-month SI. In case of non-payment of amount of
compensation, it will be recovered as arrears of land revenue.

103. Hatiz Ishtiaq s/o Muhammad Yousaf is convicted and sentenced u/s
148 PPC for two years rigorous imprisonment. He is also convicted and
sentenced u/s 302(b) PPC as Tazir for death penalty on two counts.
He is also liable to pay an amount of Rs.I-Lac as compensation u/s 544
Cr.P.C. to the legal heirs of each deceased in default whereof he will
turther undergo six-month SI. In case of non-payment of amount of
compensation, it will be recovered as arrears of land revenue.

104. Haneef s/o Niamat Ali convicted and sentenced u/s 302(b) PPC as
Tazir for death penalty on two counts. He is also liable to pay an
amount of Rs.I-Lac as compensation u/s 544 Cr.P.C. to the legal heirs
of each deceased in default whereof he will further undergo six-month
SI.  In case of non-payment of amount of compensation, it will be
recovered as arrears of land revenue.

10S. Due to the act of above said accused a sense of fear and insecurity
created amongst the masses and charge u/s 302(b) PPC is proved
against them therefore, each accused is also convicted and sentenced u/s
7(a) of Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 for death on two counts.

106. Above said five convicts shall be hanged by neck till their death,
however, the death sentence will be subject to the confirmation of

honorable Lahore High Court, Lahore.
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107. Accused Muhammad Riaz Kamboh, Mehdi Khan, Haneef s/o
Niamat Ali alias Bagga, Muhammad Irfan s/o Abdul Shakoor and Hafiz
Ishtiaq are also convicted and sentenced u/s 7-G of Anti-Terrorism Act,
1997 for five years rigorous imprisonment with fine of Rs.10,000/ -
each in default whereof they shall undergo six months SI.

108. As far as charge u/s 353 PPC is concerned; the same is proved against
the accused Molvi Muhammad Hussain s/o Abdul Kareem, Molvi
Noor-ul-Hassan s/o Molvi Barkat Ali, Arslan Latif s/o Muhammad
Latif, Haris Bashir s/o Ch. Bashir, Munir Kamboh s/o Abdul Rasheed,
Muhammad Ramzan s/o Younas, Muhammad Irfan s/o Younas and
Hafiz Shahid s/o Ismail through PW.I3 to PW.25 hence they are
convicted and sentenced u/s 353 PPC for rigorous imprisonment of two
years each.

I14. The accused convicted today are given the benefit of section 382(b)
of Cr.P.C. All the sentences shall run concurrently. Copy of this
judgment is handed over to each convict as well as learned DPG for the
State free of cost. As per record so many accused are still PO in this
case. Perpetual non bailable warrants of arrest be issued in their name
with the direction to SHO concerned to enter their names in the relevant
register, arrest them immediately and produce before this Court for trial.
The case property be kept intact, till the decision of appeal, revision, if
any, and trial of accused still POs. Record of this case be completed in
all respects and be sent to the Hon'ble Lahore High Court, Lahore as
envisaged u/s 25(it) of Anti-Terrorism Act, 199714

93 02

76



(2024 s34k Tz, )

%&ﬂm&fmw EE
BJ'Y%EE@G%EWE% s

77

K K«



®> W ®. ' ScB Oy gAN @ YACT emC Yy @' n en SEL
ol yoyn oe<| mentsAd? etct n &ls?* mevywW)n" &:
ol Wyn" 3 sd3?" €2 iZUkz & d3uB @ W k" @" e
Oo- 5 > Wwd3? @O UAV @" tcc oA @ @YyGW A" dz? @ m
s etk gmEH Iz Skt derd) g Buwnen dgsizis

gtcc o d3? ®n 56" @' " M Os ©<| [ @0 Orh d3?

78



(202477 s/ N4 Tile o

79



' M. Mahmood, The Major Acts (Law of Crimes), Lahore, Al Qanoon Publishers, (65th
Edition-22-IIT), P:200 to 202.

20/2895 °?

2 02 ®
‘Inquiry No.56/2022 Dated 29.04.2022, FIA CTW Islamabad

2023 °
“The state Vs Jaffar Jatoi, Decision date 29.09.2016, ATC-I, Lahore

20/384 7
$Agency Case No. PESA24730769CF0049

2016960  °
The state Vs Syed Sajjad Hussain Zaidi, Decision date 09.03.2017, ATC-I,
Lahore

20/D8 1

2Agency Case No. PESA24695198CF004648
BEIR 475/2014 Dated 04.11.2014 Police Station KotRadhaKishan.

4The State Vs Allah Dita etc., Date of Decision 23.11.2026, ATC-II, LHR
15

https://www.banuri.edu.pk/bayetat/ - - - - - - - - - -
. 16

o' ¢2 ol Whizer ¢ @enebbod3? @ (dn & ¢ &S o[ap'.@\wgfbyéesls%?mdy [
* (Fidkekhep| gt Acimivic 205 enghiEls @ tsolatg dal i dRd Fpeviipeh

80



