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Translation Errors resulting from stereotypical understanding
of the word: vocabulary of the Holy Quran

Dr. Lubna Farrah
Assistant Professor Translation & Interpretation, NUML, Islamabad

Abstract
This study aims to highlight translation errors that occur due to the
way translators understand Quranic words. Some translators
interpret these words automatically through a stereotypical lens,
while others rely on the exegesis of the Quran to explain them. With
this in mind, our research focuses on identifying the potential errors
that arise when translators overlook polysemous words, which may
lead to misleading translations. Based on this, our research examines
how stereotypical errors impact the quality of translations of certain
Quranic terms. The key finding of the study reveals that one of the
main reasons translators commit stereotypical errors is their failure to
rely on the linguistic interpretations of Quranic words. This, in turn,
results in an English version of the Quran that significantly deviates
from the original.
Key words: isykaliyyah, al-lighab al-hadaf, al-lughah al-masdar,
tarjamah al-Qur'an, tarkib
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Pray to your Lord on our behalf, that He may bring forth for us the bounty
of what the earth produces. of its herbs and its cucumbers and its garlic"
(Muhammad Ali, 1973, p.30) "So invoke your Lord for us to bring forth for
us of what the earth grows, its herbs, its cucumbers, its Fim (wheat or garlic),

its lentils and its onions'?
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HILALI & KHAN: Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrihim
(Abraham) about his Lord (Alldh), because AllAh had given him the
kingdom? When Ibrdhim (Abraham) said (to him): "My Lord (Allah) is He
Who gives life and causes death." He said, "I give life and cause death."
Ibrdhim (Abraham) said, "Verily! Alldh brings the sun from the east; then
bring it you from the west." So the disbeliever was utterly defeated. And
Allah guides not the people, who are Zilim(in (wrong-doers ).
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Haleem: (When Abraham said, It is my Lord who gives life and death,’ he
said, T too give life and death.” So, Abraham said, ‘God brings the sun from
the east; so, bring it from the west.” The disbeliever was dumbfounded: God
does not guide those who do evil.*
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