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Abstract
The Kashmir conflict, a longstanding geopolitical dispute between Pakistan
and India, carries far-reaching implications beyond territorial sovereignty,
prominently impacting Pakistan’s water security. This research paper presents
a comprehensive analytical study on the hydrological dimensions of the
Kashmir issue, examining how Indian control over upstream water sources
especially within Indian administered Jammu and Kashmir affects Pakistan’s
water flow under the framework of the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) of 1960.
While the treaty allocates three western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab) to
Pakistan, India’s infrastructural interventions such as dam constructions,
hydroelectric projects, and water diversion strategies pose significant threats
to the timely and sufficient flow of water to Pakistan’s agricultural and
domestic  sectors. Employing qualitative and quantitative research

methodologies, the study critically reviews official reports, legal frameworks,
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water usage data, and satellite imagery to assess the extent and consequences

of upstream developments. It explores the nexus between hydro-politics and
national security, highlighting the vulnerability of Pakistan’s economy largely
dependent on irrigation-based agriculture to Indian water control. Moreover,
the study discusses international legal precedents, bilateral disputes under the
IWT, and potential avenues for diplomatic or multilateral resolution. The
study concludes that the Kashmir issue critically affects Pakistan’s water
security and sustainability. It urges Pakistan to adopt proactive water
diplomacy, strengthen internal infrastructure, and engage with international
forums.
Keywords: Kashmir Conflict, Indus Waters Treaty, Water Security
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India’s control of upstream water gives it significant strategic
leverage over Pakistan, which could be exploited during
conflicts.”®
G b s AUt e §G a8l P Frbire oy G 5 S o]
:‘LC’J&Mk%}bﬁ/LL!id!_ﬂd(olﬁwal}!ﬁ&jG’ﬂ@ﬁ‘L%lgbﬁ&!L%Jyé
//rﬁ’/?ﬁgfur}/ﬂLdffz;;%&ruw(fﬁmﬁg
27_9@)
Jub@*e_‘ajjfu('%;oﬁjruv{!fuu@wuyJ;—ém)’u&ww
Jo w2 Pl RS G 5 T b b o B S QS50 301 J01T e sl
;G/";"}(c«l,&[b»c)!/mf)fulg[):/..{l.,e-‘agn'u’/b,u'Ju?gjéggladzlrggfol,gbv‘_u,?
:ugjtﬁ/JuJCLf“‘(/)Jﬂ»JaLﬂig’_+t@@J/K&”w,ﬂuf&)GJ/,
J/&‘+y4;w5&a,/,’&w ST LISt S pbrboie
B bbbt SEL G ST ke
..»GUQL/" M(jb)du}uﬂvd/z_ﬁbfu’wayfu(dﬁUw/)L/UUi‘(/)J/
UC}’/V(,?’._«CL}/..@./!/)!MJB):Z)}’!é‘u(u’liat‘r/laucb) Jdtut/t/ L&f
Sireonn £ Gi” spen 5 wdr-é//tww,»d“”w*’wu;fww LUl
u"é»fﬂlp/;LL!iu’! J‘L/JUH!/'?,&M}KVM)GLMLJ):LU (J}(Jp/
_guﬁ.,/f/aw;db)ﬂ‘u:“uuwdgﬂ.;/ymﬁ‘” EEn

125



JWJ%}(}?:G’WQTJU%M/?(W
LU{;‘T(TJJ:‘Mayjéﬁﬁd,ﬁ.r§/u5})5ﬁJwﬁ(f/]d/‘_,l.K”Kurd/&guﬁul“/@
G’f(”wﬂﬁ@um(xug»/;éuxﬂﬂ?‘génﬁv(:w;w&&g?e_%évwﬁu’f;

:‘at’mm =17l

Water scarcity not only leads to economic collapse but also

causes inter-provincial conflicts, civil unrest, and security
breakdowns.*
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Water insecurity could escalate existing geopolitical tensions

into full-scale military conflicts.”!
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