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Abstract
This study offers an analytical and interpretive exploration of
Mahmud Shabistarl's  Gulshan-i Rdz within the dialectical
framework of Islamic mysticism (zaSawwuf) and scholastic theology
(“tlm al-kaldm). It seeks to uncover the epistemological foundations
of Shabistarl’s thought and his method of Qur’@nic ¢a wi/ (esoteric
interpretation), situating his rnystical insights in conversation with
rational theological discourse. By examining key poetic aphorisms
and symbolic expressions in Gulshan-i RAz, the research investigates
how Shabistarl harmonizes reason and revelation, and how his

metaphysical interpretations of Qur @nic verses reflect both intuitive
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unveiling (kashf) and intellectual reasoning ( ‘ag/). Through a critical
comparison with classical theologians such as al-Ghazall, Fakhr al-
Din al-Razl, and Ibn “Arabl, the paper elucidates how ShabistarT’s
hermeneutical approach transcends literalism without departing from
the essence of tawhld. The study concludes that Gulshan-i Raz
represents a unique synthesis between Sufi symbolism and kalamic
rationality, demonstrating that mystical exegesis in Islam operates as
a dynamic dialogue between text, intellect, and spiritual experience.

Keywords: Shabistarl, Gulshan-i RGz Qur’anic hermeneutics, ta’wil,

Sufism, kalam, tawhid, kashf, rational theology, Islamic mysticism
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