Al-Qamar
ISSN (Online): 2664-4398 Al-Qamar, Volume 8, Issue 4 (October-December 2025)
ISSN (Print): 2664-438X

www.algamarjournal.com

JW(&%(}? KAJTQ?’ WS (}T} b /‘d/ ,;fj /’é;:’éb.dc(du
The Requirement of Tasmiyah (Invocation of Allah’s Name)
on the Slaughter of the People of the Book: A Critical and
Comparative Study of Qur’anic Texts and Juristic Opinions

Lugman Abu Tayyab (Corresponding Author)

Doctoral Candidate, Department of Islamic Studies, Riphah International
University, Islamabad, Pakistan
lugmanabutayyab786(@gmarl.com
Abstract
This research investigates the juristic and exegetical debate surrounding the
requirement of tasmiyah—the invocation of Allah’s name—when consuming
the slaughtered meat of the Ahl al-Kitab (People of the Book). The study
critically examines relevant Qur’anic texts, Prophetic traditions, and classical
juristic interpretations across the four major Sunni schools of law (Hanafl,
Maliki, Shafi‘1, and Hanball), alongside select opinions from contemporary
scholars. Through a textual and comparative methodology, the research
explores two central questions:
(I) whether the permissibility granted in SUrat al-Ma’idah (5:5)— “The
food of those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you”—is absolute or
conditional upon tasmiyah, (2) how classical jurists reconciled this verse with
others emphasizing the necessity of mentioning Allah’s name during slaughter
(6:118—121). The paper analyzes how differing hermeneutical approaches—
literalist, contextualist, and maqasid-oriented—produced varying legal
conclusions. Some jurists view tasmiyah as a non-negotiable act of devotion
tied to tawhid and ritual purity, while others interpret the verse of al-
M@’idah as a manifestation of divine leniency towards the People of the

Book. The study also considers the implications of modern slaughterhouse
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practices, interfaith dietary regulations, and ethical concerns in a globalized
context. Ultimately, this research demonstrates that the issue of tasmiyah is
not merely a matter of dietary law, but an epistemological question
concerning the balance between revelatory universality and ritual particularity
within Islamic jurisprudence.
Keywords: Tasmiyah, Ahl al-Kitab, Qur’anic hermeneutics, Islamic law,
slaughter, halal, figh, Strat al-Ma’idah, comparative jurisprudence, modern
ethics
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“The permissibility of the food of the People of the Book does
not mean unconditional acceptance; it is contingent upon their

observance of the divine norms of slaughter.”®
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“If their slaughtering remains within monotheistic
acknowledgment, it retains permissibility; otherwise, it
contradicts the Qut’anic spirit of tawhid.”
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“The slaughter of the People of the Book is
permissible provided it meets the Qur’anic condition
of invoking God’s name, and is free from polytheistic

dedication.”?
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“Permissibility must not be divorced from the spirit of tawhid;

otherwise, the legal form is void of moral content.”?*
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“If the slaughtering is conducted by a machine
without the name of Allah being mentioned, it cannot
be deemed lawful, for the condition of invoking God’s

name is a Qur’anic imperative.”?
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“If the operator utters ‘Bismillah’ with each start of
the mechanical process, the condition is met;
otherwise, the mass slaughter becomes doubtful.”
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“When the method of slaughter and invocation of
God’s name are unknown or doubtful, it is safer for
Muslims to refrain, without accusing others of

unlawfulness.”3’
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