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Abstract

The blasphemy laws in Pakistan represent a complex intersection of
religion, law, and politics that continues to shape the moral and legal
landscape of the state. Originating from colonial-era legislation and
later embedded within the country’s constitutional and penal
frameworks, these laws have evolved into a defining element of
Pakistan’s socio—religious identity. Yet, in the contemporary context,
they pose one of the most intricate challenges for governance, human
rights, and social cohesion within an Islamic polity striving to
balance faith and justice.

The enduring importance of these laws lies in their intent to
safeguard the sanctity of religion, a cornerstone of social harmony in
a faith-based society. However, the misuse of such provisions—
whether driven by personal vendettas, sectarian motives, or populist
impulses—has often undermined both the spirit of justice and the
credibility of the judicial process. Thus, their re-evaluation is not
merely a legal necessity but a moral imperative to restore balance

between reverence and reason.
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Addressing the structural and procedural flaws requires a
multidimensional approach: strengthening evidentiary standards,
ensuring judicial independence, and institutionalizing mechanisms
that prevent the exploitation of religious sentiment. Moreover,
fostering legal literacy and interfaith dialogue can create a social
environment resistant to mob influence and emotional manipulation.

In an era dominated by digital expression, blasphemy-related disputes
have transcended physical boundaries and entered the virtual realm,
intensifying societal polarization. To navigate this chaﬂenge, Pakistan
must adopt comprehensive reforms that combine legal restraint with
educational and ethical transformation—allowing the blasphemy
framework to evolve from an instrument of division into a symbol of
justice, dignity, and enlightened faith.

Keywords: Constitution of Pakistan, Blasphemy Laws, Council of
Islamic Ideology, Human Rights, Social Impacts, Religious Freedom,
Misuse of Law, Blasphemy Business Case, Religious Extremism,

Intellectual Moderation.
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