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Abstract
Companions of the Prophet of Islam who endowed with Ijtihad

abilities guided the Muslim community in Shari‘ah related
issues. After the companions, different Muslim Jurists
presented solutions to the problems of their times. This article
studies the methodologies of Ijtihad in Hanafr and Ja ‘fari schools
of law. It finds that to all jurists, Quran and Sunnah are the
main sources of law. Jurists of both the schools are also in
agreement regarding Ijma‘. However, according to the Hanafis,
the fourth source is Qiyas and to the Ja faris ‘gl. Qiyas and ‘gl
are basically the same things. Thus the study shows that, in
spite of some differences, both the schools are very close to each
other in terms of methodology of Ijtihad. It also makes it clear
that Islam is not a static religion; Muslim Jurists having the
qualification of Ijtihdd can solve the Shari‘ah related problems of
Muslim community in any all the eras and circumstances.
Key Words: Ijtihdd, jurisprudence, Hanafi, Ja ‘fari, methodology
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