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(Hadith as a Source of History: A Comparative Study of Muslim
and Western Critical Methodologies)
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Abstract
The discussions on the issue of the authenticity of Hadtih literature
may be traced back to centuries. Both Muslims and non-Muslims
scholars have worked in the field. Many Western scholars deny
the Hadltih literature as an authentic source of history. This paper
intends to elucidate the broad-spectrum guiding principles for
substantiating and authenticating the historical sources, then to
explain the principles of criticism used in validating and
corroborating Ahadith. It, after presenting a comparative study of
Muslim and Western critical methodologies, indorsed the idea of
considering Hadtih as an authentic source of history.
Key words: Hadtih, Source of History, Methodology, Western,
Muslim
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Thus, when the Muslim Tradition presents itself an

independent source of information, based on extensive
research....we do well to receive it with skepticism....the
inexhaustible fluency of the famous Abu Huraira. We can
thus consider the Muslim Tradition as one of the greatest
historical frauds, whose memory the annals of literature
have preserved. :
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It is only natural for a to wish to arrive at positive
conclusions, and I agree whole heartedly that it is not
satisfactory to regard the collections of Islamic traditions as
a mass of contradictory views formulated at uncertain by
unknown persons.’
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Testimony, sufficient, reliable testimony, is a source of
unimpeachable, indisputable knowledge of historical
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3 John Wansbrough, Res Ipsa Loquitur: History and Mimesis (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1987), 14-15.
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Bodin's treatise intended to establish the ways by which

reliable knowledge of the past could be established by

checking sources against one another and by so assessing

the reliability of the information conveyed by them, relating

them to the interests involved.’
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It sometimes is said that its function is negative, merely

saving us from using false evidence; whereas internal
criticism has the positive function of telling us how to use
authenticated evidence.*’
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The credibility of testimony, then, derives from the

competence and veracity of the witness, and these two
qualifications must not be taken for granted. His ability to
observe must be established, the opportunity to observe
verified, his honesty ascertained, his testimony compared
with that of other witnesses to discount the errors any one

. 30
witness may make.
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From the very beginning, Agl was given its proper place in

hadith literature. According to al-Mu’allimi al-Yamani, it was

applied at every stage of hadith, in the learning of hadith, in

the teaching hadith, in judging the narrators, and in judging

the authenticity of the hadith.”®
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American historical documents have suffered more from

incompetent editorial work than from deliberate
interpolation.81
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