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Abstract
This article is an attempt to find out whether orientalism is really a
weapon of the West against Islam? It brings out the facts that the
Christians sacrificed millions of lives in the Crusades; their great
leaders were killed in these wars but they could not suppress the
Muslims. Due to constant blows from the Muslims, West resorted to
other tactics to weaken the Muslims instead of armed conflict. They
convinced that the strength of Muslims lay in the teachings of Islam
and the only way to weaken them was to portrait Islam and Prophet
of Islam in such a way that Muslims would feel ashamed to be called
Muslims. They put down the sword, picked up the pen and started
maligning Islam and Prophet of Islam in dramas, films, cartoons and
books. Orientalism is a form of this war-like strategy of the West.
Key Words: Orientalism, Islam, West, sword, pen
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The Orient is a term popularly commuting all countries of

east (including middle and near east) or of Asia generally.”
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Of the orient, esp. Asiatic, Occurring incoming from, the

East, characteristic of its civilization etc.4
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2EncyclopaediaBritannica (U.S.A, 1961), 9/ 71.
3The Oxford English Dictionary(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989), X/ 930.
4The Oxford Illustrated Dictionary( Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978), 1188.
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