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(A Study of Ibn ‘Ajibah’s Theory of Shari‘ah and Tariqah)
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Abstract
In Muslim scholarly tradition, there has been a debate on the
relationship between Shari‘ah and Tarigah. This article studies a
Moroccan scholar and Sufi Ibn ‘Ajibah al-Hasani’s theory of Shari‘ah
and Tarigah. It finds that Ibn ‘Ajibah considers Shari‘ah and Tarigah
to be inseparable. To him, Tarigah is the essence of Shari‘ah.
Shart‘ah and Tarigah have the same relationship as soul and body.
Shari‘ah is a body and Tarigah is a soul. He who obtains the law
but does not find the truth is a transgressor, and he who obtains
the truth but does not know the law is an atheist. It is necessary to
combine the two. Ibn ‘Ajibah’s theory seems to correspond with
Quran, Hadith and Prophet's conduct. Many Muslim scholars’
interpretations of Shari‘ah and Tarigah are also in line with Ibn
‘Ajibah’s under discussion theory.
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