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Abstract

The present paper intends to explore the history and nature of
Western ideas regarding the personality and character of the
Prophet in the Middle Ages. It leads to the conclusion that, with a
few exceptions, the attitude of the Romans towards Islam and
Prophet of Islam has been aggressive and hostile, and the
contribution of Roman thought and civilization in the foundations of
Europe needs no explanation. Thus, the West inherited the enmity and
opposition of the Prophet of Islam. It is clear from the research of
Muslim scholars as well as many non-Muslim Western scholars that
Western ideas about the Prophet at the time referred were based on
prejudice and opposition. Every evil that one could imagine was
attributed to the Prophet. Watt has rightly said that: “of all the world’s
great men none has been so much maligned as Muhammad.”
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The Saracens had a tradition that the idol Mahomet, which
they worshipped, was made by himself in his lifetime; and
that by the help of a legion of devils it was by magic art
endued with such irresistible strength, that it could not be
broken. 1f any Christian approached it he was exposed to
great danger; but when the Saracens came to appease
Mahomet, and make their supplications to him, they
returned in safety. The birds that chanced to light upon it
were immediately struck dead.1®
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14 Philip K. Hitti, Islam a way of life (London: Oxford University Press, 1971), 22-23.
15W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman(London: Oxford
University Press, 1961), 231.

16 ArchbishopTurpin, History of Charles the Great and Orlando, trans.Thomas Rodd
(London: Old Broad Street, 1812),1:6-7.
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Praise be to Mahomet our god! Sound the glad timbrels and

offer him victims, that our terrible enemies may be overcome
and perish. See how they swell and strut with barbaric
pride, attacking without mercy the nations of the east, and
eagerly pillaging the rich produce of our land.20
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YHitti,Islam a way of life, 22-23.

200rdericus Vitalis, The Ecclesiastical History of England and Normandy, trans.

Thomas Forester (London: Henry G .Bohn, ND), 3:175-176.

2See for details: Lucky T Smith, York Plays: The Plays Performed on the Day of Corpus

Christi in the 14th, 15th, & 16th Centuries (Oxford: Clarendon press,1885)
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22 Thomas Carlyle, Heroes and Hero Worship (Philadelphia: Henry Altemus, ND), 61.

2 Henry Stubbe, An account of the Rise and Progress of Mahometanism with the life of
Mahomet,ed; Hafiz Mahmud Khan Shairani(London: Luzac& co0,1911),228.cf.
Andrew Boorde, The fyrst (first)book of knowledge, ed; F. J. Furnivall(London:
N. Trubner& co, MDCCLXX)

2Stubbe, Rise and Progress of Mahometanism, 219.
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Of all the world’s great men none has been so much

maligned as Muhammad. *°

Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A Biography of the Prophet (London: Clays, 2003),27.
26 Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, 231.



