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Abstract

This research compares Watt's and Spencer’s interpretations of
The Quran. The trend of interpretation of The Holy Qur’an seems
very common all across the world. The study adopts qualitative
descriptive and analytical research methods. A systematic
analysis of the views of both scholars in the light of traditional
Islamic Qur’anic tafsir sciences has been done. The analysis
demonstrates that both commentaries do not satisfy the
requirements of the Islamic sciences of Qur’anic interpretation.
Both commentaries are not comprehensible and faithful to the
source text and fulfill the demands of the target readers only. The
research insists on purpose-based interpretation of The Holy
Quran in the light of Islamic sciences of tafsir.
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The ordinary reader of today no longer requires a
preliminary discourse, since the material given there is
available in numerous books. On the other hand, he still
requires extensive explanatory notes, though perhaps of a
more sophisticated type, since even the ordinary reader of

today is aware of the distinction between later
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interpretations and the original meaning of a passage for
Muhammad and the first Muslims.12
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Meccan (Probably). “1. Rivalry: especially an emulous desire

to multiply one’s wealth.

2. The tombs: the thought is that man can take nothing with

him into the grave.

3. True Bliss: Literally ‘the pleasant’; it could also mean the

pleasure they had experienced in this life.49
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Sura 102, “Competition,” criticizes those who compete for
worldly goods (v. 1) and ignore the imminence of death (v.
2) and hell (v. 6).51
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“One may wonder why a perfect and eternal book that contains

religious and ethical instruction that is valid for all time would
contain a section that applied only to people who lived in the
first generation of Islam.”57
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“Some Muslim traditions say that Muhammad himself
participated in the fighting; others that it was more likely
that he exhorted his followers from the sidelines.”59
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of God” or otherwise active in it.65
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“He became convinced that these passages were
messages or revelations from God which he had to
communicate to the people of Mecca.”72
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