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Constitutional Struggle in Azad Kashmir to declare Qadianis as

non-Muslims
“Dr. Muhammad Irfan
“Dr. Hamid Farooq Bukhari

Abstract

Muslim faith stipulates that Prophet Muhammad (¥) is the last
Prophet and his Prophet-hood will not devolve to anyone till the
Day of Judgment. Despite this, false claimants to Prophet-hood
kept coming but were rejected by the Muslim Community and
kept getting consigned to the dustbin of history. One of those
claimants was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani who claimed to be a
Prophet in 1901 in British India. All the major Muslim schools of
thought and sects of the region concurred that Qadiani and his
followers were not part of the Muslim Ummah. So it was
continuously demanded to declare Qadiani and his followers as
Non-Muslim. In Pakistan they were declared as non-Muslims in
1974. This article summarizes the legal and constitutional
struggle to get Qadianis declared as non-Muslims in Azad
Kashmir, which ended in declaring them non-Muslims in 2018.

Keywords: Azad Kashmir, Constitution, Qadianis, non-Muslims
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Short title and commencement: This act may be called the Azad Jammu
and Kashmir Interim Constitution (Twelfth Amendment) Act, 2018. It
shall come into force at once.

Amendment of Section 2 (Act VIII of 1974) : In the Azad Jammu Kashmir
Interim Constitution Act, 1974(Act VIII of 1974) in Section 2.In subsection
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(1), for the definition of the term “Muslim" following shall be substituted:
Muslim means a person, who believes in the unity and oneness of
Almighty Allah, in the absolute and unqualified finality of the prophet
hood of Muhammad ( peace be upon him), the last of the Prophets, and
does not believe in, or claims to be a prophet, in any sense of the word or
of any description whatsoever, after Muhammad ( peace be upon
him),After the definition of the term “Muslim” as substituted above,
following new term * Non- Muslim’ shall be inserted._Non- Muslim’
means a person who is not a Muslim and includes a person belonging to
the Christian, Jew, Hindu, Sikh, Budhist or Parsi community, a person of
the Qadiani group or the Lahori group (who call themselves * Ahmadis’ or
by any other name) or a Bahai, or any person who does not fulfill the

requirements of a Muslim.
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