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Disagreement of Usiiliyyin in the validity of Mafhiim al-
Mukhalafah: A Research Review
$5 i ae £ 5
Abstract
An important linguistical phenomenon that has been given great
attention by Usiliyyin is the concept of Mafhtum Al Mukhalafah
(divergent meaning), because of its relation with the text of the
Holy Quran and the Sunnah. Mafham Al Mukhalafah can be
defined as a meaning derived from the words of the text so that it
departs from its explicit meaning. The views of Usuliyyin differ in
this regard; Hanafi Usiliyyin are known not to accept Mafhtm Al
Mukhalafah as evidence, they are basically of the view that
Maftham Al Mukhalafah is not a valid method of interpretation. It
must not be applied to a revealed text, namely the Holy Quran
and the Sunnah. As a method of interpretation, Mafhum Al
Mukhalafah is thus validated only with regard to a non-revealed
text. Because there are many injunctions in the Qur'an and Sunnah
whose meaning will be distorted if they were to be given
divergent interpretation. On the other hand, Mutakallimin
Usaliyyin are of the view that Mafham Al Mukhalafah in
revealed text is acceptable only if it fulfills certain conditions.
Key words: Mafham al-Mukhalafah, Hanafi, Usaliyyin,
Mutakallimin
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