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Issue of Prohibition of Teaching Women to Write: A Study of
Hadith "4US 0 gelasy"

‘Dr. Javed Khan
“Dr. Muhammad Mushtaq Ahmed

Abstract

Islam is alleged of forbidding women from learning to write. It is
said that a Hadith from ‘A’isha says: "Don't teach women to write."
This article explores the authenticity and correct context of the
mentioned Hadith. The gist of this article is that the hadith referred
is not worthy of argument regarding the under discussion issue.
All the Muhaddithin except Imam Hakim agree that this narration
is invalid, and Imam Ibn Jawzi has expressed surprise about the
negligence of Imam Hakim in this regard. Moreover, there are
separate hadiths on the justification of women learning to write,
one of which is narrated from ‘A’isha, who is also the narrator of
the under discussion hadith. Imam Baladhart has mentioned from
his chain of transmission, the names of five early Muslim women
who knew how to write. Many great Muhaddithin and jurists have
also explained the legitimacy of teaching women to write.
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