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Abstract

Sabt was a sacred day for Jews from the period of Hazrat Musa.
Almost 11 B.C Bani Israel lived near shore of Red sea, that town was
called “Aylah”. These Bani Israel were economically civilized but
morally declined. They were prohibited praying for fish on Sabt, but
they disobeyed this divine law and were punished and were made
monkeys. There is controversy among exegetes whether Bani Israel
were made monkeys physically or spiritually (Maskh Hagqiqi or
Maskh Man'’vi), Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Mufti Muhammad Abduh,
and Syed Rashid Rida say this conversion was not physical. This
tafsir was against the majority of the Mofasserin. After this some
Urdu exegetes in subcontinent like Abdul Kalam Azad, Abdul Majid
Darya Badi and Amin Ahsan Islahi gave the opinion that those bani
Israel were not converted into real monkey but their deeds and minds
were converted like monkeys and because of this they were lowered
from animals and this was the lesson for other people generally and
other Bani Israel especially. This article studies and concludes the
opinions of Sir Syed, Abduh and Rashid Rida.
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