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Rashid Rida between criticism and engagement in Israiliyat: An
Analytical Study in the light of Tafsir al-Manar

* Aziz Ahmad

** Shah Room Bacha
Abstract

This paper studies the behavior of renowned Egyptian
commentator of the Quran Rashid Rida regarding Israiliyat (Judo-
Biblical mythology) in his Tafsir al-Manar. It finds that Rashid Rida
criticizes Israiliyat and condemns the Muslim scholars who have
mentioned Israiliyat in their books. He is so harsh in this regard
that he did not even exonerate the companions of the Prophet and
their successors. But while engaging in his own Tafsir he himself
doesn’t avoid mentioning and coping events and stories from
Israiliya. The article provides comprehensive examples on Rashid
Rida’s mentioned eccentric position.
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